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Habitat is where it’s at

By John Magee, Fish Habitat

September brings some great
fishing opportunities in the
Granite State. As the water
starts to cool down, I tend to
find smallmouth bass becoming
very active near the mouths of
rivers flowing into ponds and
lakes. Although smallmouth
bass can handle rather high
water temperatures, they tend
to prefer slightly cool water, say
about 65 to 72 degrees F. Places
where I have been successful in
September include the Warner
River in the southwest corner of
Webster (pay strict attention to
the No Trespassing signs), the
North Branch Piscataquog
River in the Hopkinton-Everett
Army Corps land in Weare
(where we stabilized and reveg-
etated the streambank), and the
Contoocook River in Henniker.
In any of these places, you may
also catch chain pickerel and
fallfish, and in the Warner River
you may hook up with a rock
bass. Don’t discount the fall-
fish—some are up to 16 inches
and they fight well. They like
the same habitat as trout, but
they like warmer water. Rock
bass are non-native and inva-
sive (in fact, smallmouth are
too) so DO NOT move them to
another waterbody. Generally
what you are looking for is large
rocks and fast-flowing water
with pools nearby. I tend to fish
with either topwater lures or
streamer flies, and always catch
something at this time of year.

One of the best ways to
ensure great fishing in New
Hampshire is to improve habitat
conditions for fish, so youll be
glad to hear that the Fish
Habitat Program has been very
busy this year. We surveyed fish
habitat in several watersheds in
northern New Hampshire, mon-
itored water temperatures in
them, and conducted fish sur-
veys in the same streams and in
the Cold River Watershed in the
western part of the state. These
surveys turned up some inter-
esting finds.

In the Cold River Watershed,
we caught a few northern red-
belly dace (Phoxinus eos) in
some of the tributaries. This is
the most southerly population of
northern redbelly dace recorded
in New Hampshire. The water-
shed appears to be filled with
native minnows, slimy sculpin
and brook trout, with a few
brown trout and rainbow trout
in the mainstem Cold River. We
also found Atlantic salmon juve-
niles in most of the tributaries,
indicating that some fish move
into the tributaries after being
stocked into the Cold River.

We conducted fish habitat
and fish surveys in the Nash
Stream, Dead Diamond and
Swift Diamond watersheds this
summer. The Nash Stream sur-
veys are part of a larger effort to
determine what restoration

Biologist

activities would be most benefi-
cial to the watershed as a whole.
The Nash Stream watershed
has undergone significant land
use and water use changes.
Forestry practices have histori-
cally made large clear cuts right
up to Nash Stream and its trib-
utaries. In 1969, the Nash Bog
dam broke, sending a torrent of
water down the stream that
scoured out much of the stream
and destroyed the trees living
along its banks. Immediately
after that, bulldozers straight-
ened the stream and created
large berms to keep the stream
in its new straightened channel.
Unfortunately, this removed
much of the good trout habitat
and created areas near the
stream that are nearly devoid of
vegetation even 35 years later.
The forest in most of the water-
shed has recovered, and in 1980,
about 90% of the watershed was
purchased by the State of New
Hampshire. It is now managed
by the Department of Resources
and Economic Development.
Large trees now live along the
banks of most of the tributaries
and the brook trout populations
in them appear to be healthy.
The habitat of Nash Stream is
still recovering, but very slowly.
Our efforts will help the
stream’s recovery and ultimate-
ly, the fish populations in it will
recover as well.

The Dead Diamond and Swift
Diamond work is part of a
multi-year effort to determine
the status of fish, primarily
brook trout, in the watershed.
Much of this work has been con-
ducted in cooperation with and
with funding from Dartmouth
College, which owns land in the
watershed. Nearly all the habi-
tat in the tributaries and the
mainstream have been sur-
veyed, and in each of these, the
fish community has also been
surveyed. Because the water-
shed is relatively far from Fish
and Game’s regional office in
Lancaster, some of the work was
conducted over intense week-
ends where Fish and Game
employees and dedicated volun-
teers camped out near the sur-
vey sites to get the job done.

In another habitat restora-
tion project, the Piscataquog
Watershed Association (PWA) is
spearheading an effort to
restore and enhance fish and
wildlife habitat in the 181-acre
designated “Prime” wetland
known as Lake Horace Marsh in
Weare. This wetland is in a
“Natural River” section of the
North Branch Piscataquog
River, one of the 14 rivers in the
Department of Environmental
Services’ Rivers Management
and  Protection  Program.
Currently, water levels in the
marsh are controlled by the
operation of the dam at the out-
let of Lake Horace. The water is

Lancaster’s Mechanic Street covered bridge is undergoing a major facelift.

Some cement work is being done on the abutments of the Mechanic Street bridge in Lancaster
to ready it for repair in the spring of 2006.

drawn down in October and
refilled in mid to late May. The
total drawdown is about five
feet, which lowers the water
level in the marsh about three
feet. This has severely degraded
the fish and wildlife habitat in
this large prime wetland. The
impacts likely include signifi-
cant losses to spawning and
rearing habitat for chain picker-
el, black crappie and yellow

perch; foraging opportunities for
smallmouth and largemouth
bass; and habitat for forage fish
species. The objective is to build
a water control structure that
will effectively isolate the marsh
from the winter drawdowns on
the lake. We are working with
the PWA, New Hampshire
Department of Environmental
Services Dam Bureau and
Watershed Bureau, the NH

Department of Transportation,
the Town of Weare and the
Weare Conservation Commis-
sion on the project. The water
control structure will be built in
2006 or 2007.

So get out and enjoy the
warm days, relative solitude
and great action of early fall
fishing—while it lasts!

— New Hampshire
Fish and Game

Come see Dan Schall in concert
September 30 at 7 p.m. following meal

Dan Schall will be at the Christ United Methodist Church in Lancaster on September 30 to enter-

tain all.

His ministry started when he was in his teens, accepting what Jesus Christ had done for him. Dan
endured a severe speech impediment during his teen years. The anger and frustration controlled his
life. It all was released one night by his realizing and accepting that Jesus Christ died for all his trials
and pain. Dan continues to stutter, but God has blessed him with a singing voice that he has used for

decades for the glory of God.

You can explore Dan Schall’s ministry on his website at www.DanSchall.org and hear his music.

The concert will follow the fellowship meal which begins at 6 p.m. Everyone is welcome. There is no
charge for the meal, but if you wish to help, you may bring a tossed salad, garlic bread or a cake.

There is no charge for the concert, but an offering will be taken to support Dan’s ministry.

For more information, call Pastor Tom Bentum at 788-2734.

Volunteer! It’s good for you.
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? gb ? ? 1. Butter containers. Down
5. Shrewd. 1. Lukewarm.
13 i 10. Walking stick. 2. Exorbitant rate of interest.
14. Isaac and Rebekah'’s son. 3. Supports.
T 15. Tell a story. 4. Woo or court.
16. Winglike. 5. Insidious snare.
17. Brownish purple. 6. Central stage.
18. Started. 7. Jokes.
19. Death of. 8. 7th letter of the Greek alphabet.
. 20. Irritate. 9. Monetary unit of Japan.
o 21. Possesses. 10. Square dancer director.
22. Fabric fold. 11. Sunburn treatment.
23. Labored breathing. 12. U.S. space agency.
25. Fencing sword. 13. Formerly.
27. Priest’s linen vestment. 21. Solely.
) 28. Leave to live in another country. 22. Wooden pins.
32. Womb. 24. Buddies.
35. Becomes flat. 25. Abrasive mineral.
30 36. Marry. 26. Unit of liquid measure.
37. Principal line of development. 28. Completely.
38. Warning. 29. Inspires with reverence.
3 39. Conduct or escort. 30. Family of young animals.
40. Noisy clamor. 31. Edible taro root.
- 41. Frightening. 32. Ordered.
42. Gadget. 33. Leave.
‘ 43. Infinite time. 34. Furrow or wrinkle.
e 45. Poetic “even.” 35. Make happy.
46. Conceal. 38. Sharp; sour.
47. Rapturous delight. 39. Thread bits.
51. Meek person. 41. Cut with swift strokes.
54. Monetary unit of Thailand. 42. Deed or exploit.
55. Contend for superiority. 44. Orator.
4 56. Role. 45. Repeated.
57. Muse of love poetry. 47. Was consumed.
59. Tale. 48. Be of use.
e 60. In addition. 49. 18th letter of the Greek alphabet.
61. Jumble. 50. Foam; froth.
3 62. Strives. 51. Limited space of time.
63. Poetic “never.” 52. Robust.
64. Use up. 53. Of Gaelic.
65. Plot of ground. 54. Group of turtles.
57. Printer’s measures.
Crossword answers on Page: 8 58. Transversely corded fabric.
59. Energy; vitality.

Connect the dots answer on Page: 8

Color in cach space that contains a letter,

Hidden Picture answer on Page: 8
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sixth in the points. his family and crew will be sit-

When I visited with Brockton  ting at the head table. When
he was genuinely proud of his  agked if he thought this was in
accomplishments. His final sea-  preparation for sitting at the
son stats were 5 top 3s, 9 top 55, head table in New York maybe
13 top 10s and 3 feature wins. pext year? He said, “Not next
He’s always wanted to drive yeqr”
racecars. He began driving go- Brockton’s favorite Nextel
carts at age 13 and did so until  Cup drivers are Ryan Newman
he was 17, and then he moved to  and Scott Wimmer—especially
snow-cross and motocross as  Scott because he drove go-carts,
well. Then he got into the Super  tg0.

Street Division. He acknowl- He’s not putting his car away
edged that it’s a lot of work but  yet though, as there’s a race
they have a great deal of fun, coming up at Beech Ridge with a
too. $6,000 purse. There are 130 cars

Brockton is grateful for the expected to be there. If he
support he’s received from his  makes it into the field he’ll feel
family. His mom, Maggie Davis  like he’s won. And there are two
is the car owner, his dad, Fred, other scheduled races that he’d
helps in the pits and is a sponsor  Jike to run before he puts his car
with his Norris Davis Electric  yp for the winter.
business, his older brother When Brockton’s not on the
Chandler is the crew chief and  track, he works as a licensed
his brother Jourdan works in  electrician. He went to Laconia
the pits as well. His grandpar-  Tech and has been working with
ents support his venture by his dad for about 4 years.
gong to gll thg races they can At only 23, he’s got it all  Brockton Davis drove his #47 Chevrolet to win the 2005 Super Street Championship.
and cheering him on. together.

When watching Brockton
drive you could tell that his car
was stuck to the track. That’s a
major accomplishment. It’s com-
mon to have to make several at NOﬁhWODd 0 aL
adjustments to a car throughout q re s urw
a race—especially a new car. . L. .

This guy was passiyng on the out- “A solid advertising tool for area businesses”
side.

When .asked who did the set- DELIVERY ARE AS
ups on his car he credited Sam
Gooden, ~owner of SRS Zip Code Post Office State Households
Motorsports of Whitefield. “Sam 03576 Colebrook NH 1789
built the chassis and it was per-
fect. He helped us with every- 03582 Groveton NH 1225
thirag ;nd Sﬁowe{}hvs what we 03583 Jefferson NH 534
needed to do. This car was
brand new this year. We got to 03584 Lancaster NH 1660
the track, unloaded it and won 03590 North Stratford NH 568
the ﬁrsiclraczout,” he said beam- 03598 Whitefield NH 1593
ing with pride. .

When asked if he was hesi- 05905 Guildhall VT 370
tant liodgo ]iqaCk l"ac'll?g baftir Ee 05906 Lunenburg VT 537
wrecked a few weeks back, he . .
said he wasn’t. They just pound- 03595 Twin Mountain NH ﬁ
ed out the dents the best they TOTAL MAILED 8671

could, and got ready for the next
week. He’s never been afraid of
racing. He feels very safe in his
car. He has all the safety equip-
ment and feels totally safe.

He was quick to say that his
success has not been just due to
his driving. Credit goes to his
family and crewmembers as
well for all the hard work
they’ve put into this. From the
car builder to his sponsors
Presby Environmental, Lufkin
Service Center and Sysco Foods,
SRS Motorsports and Lockhart
Machine Co. It’s a big sacrifice
and takes a lot of time, evenings
and all.

Brockton is looking forward
to getting his trophy at the ban-
quet in November, where he and

Want to help victims
of Hurricane Katrina?

American Red Cross
1-800-435-7669
or online at
https://give.redcross.org/do
nation-form.asp

The Salvation Army
1-800-435-7669

http://katrina.salvation-
army.org/usn/www—usn.nsf

ADDITIONAL DROPS IN STORES 329
INSERTS

TOTAL PRINTED: 9,000

Great Northwoods
Journal

$8.25 $7.25
FRONT PAGE ADVERTISING IS $9.25 pci

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

(Classified ads are payable in advance)
$4.00 for up to 30 words. 25¢ a word after 30

Send or drop off your classified ad to:

(Based on weight)
Ounces Price Ounces Price Ounces Price
0.1-0.3 $40/M 0.7-1.2 $60/M 1.9-2.3 $80/M
0.4-0.6 $50/M 1.3-1.8 $70/M
DISPILAY ADVERTISING
(Price per column inch)
Basic price 4 times more than 12 times

$6.25

Great Northwoods Journal, 76 Mechanic Street, Lancaster, NH 03584

76 Mechanic Street, Lancaster, NH 03584
Phone: 603-788-2660 Email: bigrock@worldpath.net Fax: 603-788-4470
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Upcomin g Events

Saturday, September 24
Contra Dance, Littleton Masonic Hall, 7:30 p.m. Music by mem-
bers of the Sugar River Band; caller, Mary DesRosiers. Admission:
$7; and $5 for seniors and under 14. Info: 603-444-7777. Beginners
welcome; clean, soft-soled shoes required.

“The Trek to Everest Base Camp...40 Years Ago” with Fred
Stott. Highland Center at Crawford Notch, Bretton Woods. 8 p.m. in
Thayer Hall. Info: 603-278-HIKE.

Friday, September 30
Lancaster School’s Tenth Birthday Celebration from 4:30 to 6:30
p.m. For information and to RSVP: 603-788-4924.

Dan Schall in Concert at Christ United Methodist Church, 7 p.m.
directly following fellowship meal which begins at 6 p.m. Both meal
and concert are free. For info: call Pastor Tom Bentum at 788-2734.

Saturday, October 1
“Climate Change in New England” with Joanne Morin. Highland
Center at Crawford Notch, Bretton Woods. 8 p.m. in Thayer Hall.
Info: 603-278-HIKE.

Saturday, October 8
Lancaster Firemen’s Association Annual Auction. 10 a.m. at
Lancaster Fire Department. Info: 603-788-4026 or 603-788-3221.

“Myths and Legends of Nature” with Diane Edgecomb. Highland
Center at Crawford Notch, Bretton Woods. 8 p.m. in Thayer Hall.
Info: 603-278-HIKE.

Friday, October 14
Lancaster Fire Association’s Parade of Lights. Main Street.
Starts at 7 p.m. Info: 603-788-3221 or 788-4026.

Saturday, October 15
“The Geology and Collapse of the Old Man of the Mountain” with
Lee Wilder. Highland Center at Crawford Notch, Bretton Woods. 8
p.m. in Thayer Hall. Info: 603-278-HIKE.

Saturday, October 22
Film, “48” with Sherpa John LaCroix. Highland Center at
Crawford Notch, Bretton Woods. 8 p.m. in Thayer Hall. Info: 603-
278-HIKE.

Saturday, October 29
“Up to the Mountains” with Sha Riordan. Highland Center at
Crawford Notch, Bretton Woods. 8 p.m. in Thayer Hall. Info: 603-
278-HIKE.

Study group looks to reduce
moose-vehicle collisions
in Franconia Notch area

CONCORD — Motorists heading north out of Franconia Notch
will see a new sign alerting them to the dangers of car-moose colli-
sions. The New Hampshire Highway Safety Administration is pro-
viding the portable sign, which will post a safety message warning
drivers to use caution and reduce their speed because they are
entering an area of high moose activity. The sign was unveiled on
Monday, September 19, at Exit 34-C off [-93 just north of Franconia
Notch.

“The purpose of the sign is to alert motorists to an area where
there has been a high incidence of car-moose collisions,” explained
Kristine Bontaites, the moose project leader for the New Hampshire
Fish and Game Department. “Moose routinely cross the roadway,
which is a high-speed section of Interstate 93, attracted by browse
in nearby clear-cuts and natural swampy areas, and deposits of
roadside salt.”

The initiative to post the sign grew out of the work of a grass-
roots committee analyzing moose-vehicle accidents on 1-93 between
Franconia Notch and Littleton, and on Route 3 north to Whitefield,
and exploring ways to reduce these incidents. Spearheaded by Dr.
Campbell McLaren of Littleton Regional Hospital, the study group
includes Executive Counselor Raymond Burton, N.H. Fish and
Game staff, and representatives from New Hampshire Highway
Safety Administration and the N.H. Department of Transportation.

“There’s no question that the best way to reduce personal injury
and human fatalities in moose-vehicle collisions is to increase visi-
bility so people can see the moose, and, above all, to get people to
slow down,” said Ms. Bontaites. “If you drive 55 mph or less, you're
much more likely to walk away from a moose-vehicle collision.”

The New Hampshire Fish and Game Department is the guardian
of the state’s fish, wildlife and marine resources and their habitats.
Visit http:/ /www.wildlife.state.nh.us.

—N.H. Fish and Game
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Take a kid hunting!
Youth waterfowl

weekend is
Sept. 24 and 25

CONCORD — New
Hampshire’s 2005  Youth
Waterfowl Hunting Days will be
held statewide on Saturday,
September 24 and Sunday,
September 25. To participate,
youths must be 15 years of age
or younger and must be accom-
panied by a properly licensed
adult age 18 or older. The adult
may not hunt.

“The youth weekend is a
great way to get kids involved in
waterfowl hunting by giving
them a chance to go along with
an adult who knows the sport,
at a time when lots of birds are
around,” said Ed Robinson, a
waterfowl biologist for the New
Hampshire Fish and Game
Department. “Quality time
spent with a kid during the
youth weekend can help instill
in them an appreciation of hunt-
ing lore, ethics and our outdoor
environment.”

The hunting rules and daily
bag limits for young hunters are
the same as those for license-
holders in the open season.
Specific seasons and bag limits
for various waterfowl are listed
on the Fish and Game website
at
hitp:/ /www.wildlife.state.nh.us
/Hunting/Hunt_species/hunt_
waterfowl. htm.

The regular inland waterfowl
season starts October 4 this
year, with coastal hunting start-
ing the next day on October 5.
You can purchase hunting
licenses and permits online at
http:/ /www.nhfishandgame.co
m, or from license agents
statewide.

The New Hampshire Fish
and Game Department is the
guardian of the state’s fish,
wildlife and marine resources
and their habitats. Visit
http://wildlife.state.nh.us.

— N. H. Fish and Game
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Outdoors enthusiasts:
stay alert to risk of EEE

CONCORD — The
Department of Health and
Human Services (DHHS) and
the New Hampshire Fish and
Game Department on
September 12, joined forces to
remind outdoor enthusiasts
such as hunters, anglers, and
hikers about the dangers of
Eastern Equine Encephalitis or
EEE. Simple precautions can
protect people from EEE, which
this year has infected five New
Hampshire residents. A woman
from Newton recently died from
the disease. Also 32 birds and
six horses have tested positive
for the virus this season.

Hunters, hikers and anglers
often frequent regions with high
mosquito populations, such as
wetlands and wooded areas, and
should take precautions against
mosquitoes that might be infect-
ed with EEE and West Nile
virus. DHHS recommends the
use of an effective mosquito
repellant — one that contains
DEET, Picaridin or oil of lemon
eucalyptus. Outdoors enthusi-
asts should also wear long
sleeves and pants when out-
doors, and hunters should wear
gloves when handling dead
birds. Fish and Game staff are
working to get the word out to
hunters and anglers by sending
an announcement to the
Department’s “e-news” list; pro-
viding information on the Fish
and Game website; and connect-
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ing people with the toll-free
EEE and West Nile Virus hot-
line (1-866-273-6453) estab-
lished by DHHS.

“It’s a popular time of year to
be out hunting or fishing, and
simple measures can protect you
from EEE and other insect-
borne illnesses,” said Lee Perry,
Executive Director of NH Fish
and Game. “If youre on the
water or in the field this fall,
just remember to cover up and
use mosquito repellant. Keep an
extra bottle in your backpack or
tackle box.”

“We know EEE is in New
Hampshire and we know it is a
dangerous disease,” said DHHS
Commissioner John Stephen.
“We hope that people will con-
tinue to hunt and fish and enjoy
New Hampshire’s wildlife —
just take care to protect yourself
from mosquitoes. The mosquito
season will continue until we
see frost across the state. Until
that time, use good prevention—
it works.”

EEE is a mosquito-borne 1ll-
ness that begins with flu-like
symptoms of fever and malaise,
but often also results in severe
headaches and neurological
symptoms. In the disease’s
severe form, it 1s fatal in about
one third of cases. In roughly
another third of the cases, the
patient lives, but is left with
neurological side effects.

— N.H. Fish and Game



